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Special Educational Needs support in Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can school help my child? 

Each child is an individual and may require help to support their individual needs. All 

schools provide planning, teaching and assessment which takes into account the 

wide range of abilities and interests of their children. Most children will benefit from 

these different approaches and will make progress, whilst other children may need 

more specific support. 

 

The SEND Code of Practice says: 

 

 

 

 

 

What if my child needs more support?  

If you or the school are concerned that your child is not making progress it is 

possible that they may have special educational needs. If so, your child may need 

support which is additional to, or different from, that given to other children in their 

 

The Children & Families Act 2014 came into force on 1 

September 2014. This details some changes concerning the 

arrangements for supporting special educational needs (SEN) 

in schools. The new law includes new statutory guidance in the 

form of the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of 

Practice: 0-25 Years. Each school must also publish, on its own 

web site, a SEN Information Report to describe the SEN 

provision that is made within the school. 

 

Schools ‘must use their best endeavours to make sure that a 

child with SEN gets the support they need – this means doing 

everything they can to meet children and young people’s SEN’ 

(6.2 
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class. All schools receive funding to provide such support and they should follow the 

Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice to identify what support is 

required to help children achieve the outcomes or learning objectives that have been 

set for them. 

 

What is this support called?  

School SEN Support. This means that a child will be receiving additional or different 

support in school to meet his/her needs. Schools have a duty to tell parents if their 

child needs SEN Support and they must involve you and your child as fully as 

possible in any decisions. 

In Somerset your child maybe offered an Early Help Assessment (EHA). This is 

when needs can be identified and a referral to other agencies made to have the most 

appropriate person/service involved.  

 

What can my child expect from SEN support?  

The Special Educational Needs 

and Disability Code of Practice 

says that where a pupil is identified 

as having SEN, schools should 

‘take action to remove barriers to 

learning and put effective special 

educational provision in place’ 

(6.44). This should happen through 

ongoing assessing, planning, 

doing and reviewing to provide 

your child with effective strategies 

and support to help them progress 

and this cycle is known as the 

graduated response.  

The Code of Practice identifies four 

broad areas of need:  

• Communication and interaction  

• Cognition and learning  

• Social, emotional and mental health difficulties  
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• Sensory and/or physical needs  

One or more of these may be relevant to your child’s needs and the plan that is put 

in place to support them. 

 

How can the SENCo help?  

Mainstream schools (unless they are 16-19 academies) must have a member of staff 

who is the Special Educational Needs Co- ordinator (SENCo) and this person must 

be a qualified teacher. The SENCo will work with you and your child’s class teacher 

to:  

• Help to decide if your child has SEN  

• Help to assess your child’s strengths and areas of need  

• Arrange for other relevant professionals to assess your child’s needs  

• Coordinate and plan SEN support for your child  

• Make sure that records are kept of your child’s progress  

• Make sure that the appropriate school staff talk to you and other professionals 

working with your child  

• Advise and support other members of staff in the school about SEN  

 • Request statutory assessment if your child has complex needs that meet the 

threshold for a statutory Education, Health & Care Plan (with your consent) 

 

What is an EHCP?  

An EHCP is an Education, Health and Care Plan – a single support plan that 

incorporates all three of these areas. This is for those children with the most complex 

needs. The SEN 0-25 Team at the Local Authority has responsibility for the provision 

within the plan. The educational setting, parents/carers of young people (post 16) 

can apply for an EHC Plan.  

 

What is an outcome?  

They are focussed on achieving the best outcomes for children with additional 

needs. An outcome is the benefit or difference that it is hoped will be achieved 
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through the support that is put in place for your child. In order to identify an outcome 

it can be helpful to ask questions such as:  

• What do we want the child/young person to be able to do?  

• What do we hope they can achieve?  

• What difference will it make?  

Small steps will need to be identified to help your child to achieve their outcomes and 

these steps or targets should be SMART - specific, measurable, achievable, 

realistic and time-bound 

 

How can my child and I be involved?  

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice stresses the 

importance of taking into account the views of parents, children and young people. 

You should have the opportunity to participate at all stages of the SEND journey, 

including developing and reviewing any plans. Your participation could take many 

forms – such as attending and being involved at meetings, completing paperwork, 

preparing written views etc. You will be able to access support to do this, if you 

would like to. You can contact services such as our Information Advice & Support 

(SENDIAS) for support or find out about advocacy opportunities for you or your  

young person.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can I find out more?

Under the new legislation, Local Authorities have to publish information about 

what can be expected regarding support for children and young people with 

SEND. This information is called the Local Offer it is available at Somerset’s 

Local Offer. You can also find out more in the school’s SEN information report. 

 

mailto:SomersetSENDIAS@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/somersets-local-offer/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/somersets-local-offer/


 

 
 

Somerset SENDIAS 
Special Educational Needs and Disability 
Information, Advice and Support (0-25) 

 

Somerset SENDIAS 
The Hollies Children’s Centre, South Street, Taunton, TA1 3AG 

01823 355578 SomersetSENDIAS@somerset.gov.uk www.somersetsend.org.uk 

 

With thanks to Dias.  
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