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Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity
Disorder

Autistic Spectrum Disorder (Autism)

Child and Adolescent Mental Health
Service

Children who are Looked After
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Child Protection
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CYP

Children and Young People
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English as an Additional Language

Every Child a Talker

Early Help Assessment
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Autism and Communication Service

y |y RA LIS O 3t Moderate Learning Difficulty

el gy .\cid Portage is a home-visiting educational
service for pre-school children with
SEND and their families.

EHCNA Educational Health Care Needs Assessment

Educational Psychologist Speech and Language Therapy

Free School Meals Special Educational Needs

Hearing Impairment Special Education Needs and Disability

‘High Quality Teaching approaches that ensure [§:ia,\[e{e] Special Educational Needs Coordinator
long-term retention of knowledge, fluency in
key skills, and confident use of metacognitive
strategies ‘. EEF

Holistic The process of using multiple sources to Social Emotional Mental Health

VTS ET N gather information and provide feedback to

support and guide learning and assessment.

/N '@ Multi-Agency Identification and Support in the E3)7/:\:4)
Early Years

Key Stage SIT Somerset Inclusion Tool

Access to Inclusion Learning Support Team SLD Severe Learning Difficulty

Specific, Measured, Achievable,
Realistic, Time bound (Outcomes/
Targets)

Specific Learning Difficulty

Occupational Therapy Support Services for Education

‘An outcome can be defined as the benefit or jA'A! Vision Impairment
difference made to an individual as a result of

an intervention.” Code of Practice, p. 163

Physical Disability
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Introduction

All children who are at the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) of
their education have an entitlement to access a minimum provision.
The EYFS framework provides the guiding principles for practice in
early years settings. The aim of this document is to promote and
support access to high quality, inclusive provision for all children,
whether or not they have SEN.

The Early Years version of the Somerset Graduated Response Tool,
sets out the ordinarily available provision in Somerset early years
settings at both Universal and SEN Support Levels.

When developing this document, a wide range of professionals were
consulted with across sectors involved within early years provision,

as well as referring to key documentation. Establishing a minimum level of provision ensures;

Within the school age version the acronym ‘CYP’ has been used to 1 Clarity for EYFS practitioners

refer to Children and Young People. During the consultation period, - ' . "
. ] . 1 A provision guarantee for children and their families
it was deemed more appropriate to use the term child rather than

the acronym 'CYP’ due to the age range that we are referring to. 1 Support for discussion of children between EYFS
practitioners and support services

Baselines against which the Local Authority can carry out its
statutory duty to monitor provision for children with SEN.

One document cannot describe every possible intervention but
the information in the pages that follow indicate what children
and their families can expect from EYFS settings in Somerset.
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Early Years Framework

The Early Years Framework (EYFS) is mandatory for all early years
providers in England and came into force from September 2021.

Early years childminder agencies are also under a duty to have regard to
the EYFS.

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early
years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well
and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to
ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of
knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future
progress through school and life.

Four guiding principles should shape practice in early years settings.
These are:

1 every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be
resilient, capable, confident and self-assured

1 children learn to be strong and independent through positive
relationships

1 children learn and develop well in enabling environments with
teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual
interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time.
Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners
and parents and/or carers.

i importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn
at different rates. (See “the characteristics of effective teaching and
learning” at paragraph 1.15). The framework covers the education
and care of all children in early years provision, including children
with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). (DfE,

Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage, 2021, p6)

The pieces of Legislation behind this framework are:

q The Learning and Development requirements, through Section 39(1)
(a) of the Childcare Act 2006.

1 The Safeguarding and Welfare requirements, through Section 39(1)
(b) of the Childcare Act 2006.

The Early Years Version of the Somerset Graduated Response Tool is
designed to work alongside the Early Years Framework. It is important
that the statutory guidance of the EYFS continues to be used and that the
Somerset Graduated Response Early Years Version is a tool that supports
the delivery of this curriculum and strategies to support meeting the
needs of all children.
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How to use this document

Somerset’s Graduated Response Tool sets out the barriers to
learning that children and young people (CYP) may have and the
strategies and provision that should be in place to support
them. Strategies, interventions, and support should be put in
place as a Graduated Response, meaning that Universal
strategies and provision are the foundation for all learners. The
Early Years Version sets out to do this for those who sit
within the Early Years Age Group.

Many children will have needs that do not ‘fit’ into one of the
four categories of SEN and therefore a number of the four
broad areas of need may need to be referred to when using the
tool to identify barriers and support strategies.

Universal Support

All children must have access to high quality
provision that focuses on inclusive practice and
breaks down barriers to learning. For the
majority of children this can be achieved
through identifying specific barriers, followed
by personalisation and differentiation using
strategies in the Universal sections of this tool.
The ‘Tools for identification of need’ column within each broad
area of need contain screening and assessment suggestions.

SEN Support
Where a child does not make expected
progress despite trying a range of strategies in
the Universal section of the tool, further
assessment may be required. The ‘Tools for
identification of need’ column within each
broad area of need contain assessment
suggestions. The SEN Support sections of the
Broad Areas of Need should be referred to
when selecting strategies and intervention to
put into place in addition to the strategies at the Universal level.

Where they are available, resources have been hyperlinked so that
users can go directly to the relevant website. Hyperlinks are indicated
by underlined text. We will endeavour to keep links up to date,
however if you find a ‘broken’ link, do inform us via the link at the end
of this document.
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Statutory SEND Information

Legal duties of settings and schools in regards to Special
Educational Needs
The SEND Code of Practice 2015 is a statutory document and is very clear

in setting out the responsibilities of schools and settings in identifying and
meeting the needs of all children and young people.

The Children and Families Act 2014, The Equality Act 2010 and the SEND

regulations 2014 underpin the principles within The Code of Practice 2015.

The key principles are :

1 There must be regard given to the views, wishes and feelings of the
child and parent carers

1 Child and parent carers participate as fully as possible in decision
making and are supported to participate

1 The early identification of the child’s needs and intervention to
support them

1 Greater choice over and control for the child and parent carers over
support

1 Collaboration between education, health and social care services

1 High quality provision to meet the needs of the child and a focus on
inclusive practice and removing barriers to learning

1 Successful preparation for adulthood, including independent living
and employment

Every school and setting is required to not only to identify the SEN of the
CHILD, but also address it. Section 5 of the CoP 2015 clearly sets out the
statutory duties of Early Years settings and providers in relation to
identifying and supporting all children with special educational needs
(SEN).
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Section 5.32, which focuses on Early Years, refers directly to the four
areas of need identified in Chapter 6, para.6.28 onwards. These four
areas of need are;

1 Cognition and Learning

i Communication and Interaction

] Social, Emotional and Mental Health
1

Sensory and/or physical needs.

“Individual children often have needs that cut across all these areas
and their needs may change over time.” 5.33 Code of Practice

&Where a child appears to be b
where a chil dés progress gives
practitioners should consider all the information about the

chil dés | earning and devel opme

the setting, from formal checks, from practitioner
observations and from any more detailed assessment of
the chil dés needs. ¢

Code of Practice, 5.28
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf

Somerset Inclusion Tool (SIT)

What is the Somerset Inclusion Tool?

This is a tool that is used to;
Setting readiness

T Help all schools and settings to ensure they are ready to meet SEND § Setting Leadership
needs and to help Inclusion Services to better target and tailor support to activity
schools and settings. Review provision, ways
1 Help schools and settings to explore children’'s emerging needs early of working etc.

outlined in Somerset
Inclusion Tool and
] Help strengthen conversations between professionals and families select the ‘score’ that

about their child’s needs and the support in place for them. is a best fit for your
setting

and access the right support at the right time.

1 Better monitor children’s changing needs and progress and ensure we
are being ambitious about their futures.

The intention is that all schools and settings will be using this tool to support the
understanding of needs and early identification.

For Early Years there are separate criteria in place for Setting readiness and

Child’'s needs compared with the school age version. When writing the EY Somer-
set Graduated Response Tool (EY SGRT), we have ensured that the SIT works 5. Independence
alongside the EY SGRT and that they complement each other.

The SIT will support settings to explore both setting and child emerging needs
early. The EY SGRT provides a range of assessment tools and the strategies and
provision to support settings to meet these needs effectively at both Universal
and SEND Support level. The outcomes from the completing the SIT should in-
form setting strategic plan for development.

4. Sensory & Physical

e CYP need rating e Setting readiness rating
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Child’s needs

I Practitioner/key
adult/SENCO reviews
descriptors of needs
and selects all of
those that apply
Parents should be
engaged

10

Home confidence

{ Collaborative
conversation with
setting and family
Family to share
confidence in
supporting educational
outcomes

Purpose of sharing
insights, not to judge

1.Communication & Interaction

2. Cognition
& Learning

3. Social, Emotional
& Mental Health

emm» Home confidence rating
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What is the Graduated Response and
The Graduated Response

The SEND Code of Practice outlines the requirement for educational settings to have
arrangements in place to support children and young people with SEN. This includes a clear
approach to identifying and responding to SEN. Code of Practice (CoP), Chapter 5.
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